


Goal of SMART

• To reduce carbon emissions and improve 
air quality within the City of San Mateo 
through education and outreach

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To educate residents on how green house gas emissions affects our climate & air quality and what we all can do to make small, incremental changes in our daily lives to reduce our carbon consumption and collectively contribute to improving the air quality in our community.  





Why reduce CO2?

• Global Climate Change

• State-wide Goals

• A more sustainable future for our 
community
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The simple fact of the matter is that temperature increases due to global warming affect our air quality.  How many of you have noticed that every year, there are more “Spare the Air Days” ?  We want people to know that many of the actions taken to reduce CO2 can also help reduce harmful air pollutants in our atmosphere.

Global Warming Solutions Act (AB 32) signed into law by Governor in 2006.  Establishes goals for the state to reduce CO2 emissions by 2020 (to 1990 levels) and 2050 (80% below 1990).

Improve the air quality in our community and ensure that valuable environmental resources (clean air, water) are available to our children and grandchildren (We all want to raise our families in happy and healthy environments).



The City’s Green Efforts

• Climate Action Plan for operations and 
facilities

• Require a minimum LEED silver 
certification standards for all civic buildings

• Voluntary Green Building Program
• Alternative fuel vehicles purchasing policy
• Green purchasing policy
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Through the leadership of our city council, the City has implemented a number of sustainable programs and policies to make the City more Green: 

One of the most recent actions the City has taken was to complete a Climate Action Plan for Operations and facilities:

Completed in January 2008 and indicates the necessary changes that need to be taken within each City department in order to successfully reduce carbon emissions. 

Another policy we’ve implemented is to require Minimum LEED silver certification standards for all civic buildings-

The City recently received Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design gold certification on the construction of the new Main Library and plans to achieve LEED silver certification for the new Police Station.

Another program is the Voluntary GB Program-

On July 1st, 2008, the City adopted the Voluntary Green Building Program.  The green building program will follow LEED Silver guidelines for municipal and commercial buildings and Build It Green’s Green Point Rated (GPR) guidelines for single family and multi-family dwellings.  This program’s goal is to educate San Mateo residents, developers and builders on green building and to incorporate green building practices into new construction or remodels.   

Alternative fuel vehicles purchasing policy-

There are currently 21 hybrid and 5 electric vehicles in City’s fleet. The City has incorporated biodiesel into its fueling program and almost a third of the City’s fleet use alternative fuels. 

Green Purchasing Policy-

Under the policy, the City has made a commitment to purchases green items such as:

copy paper (white and color) that contains 35% Post-Consumer Content

file folders that contain between 30-95% Post-Consumer Waste

paper towels and toilet paper that contain 100% Post-Consumer Waste











What you can do

• Evaluate your carbon footprint
• Identify areas where you can begin to 

make a change
• Talk to your friends and neighbors about 

how important it is to conserve our 
resources and improve our air quality

• Become a SMART citizen!
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Log onto to our website: www.cityofsanmateo.org/smart and use the carbon calculator to find out your carbon footprint.

Identify some low cost, easy changes you can make: buy locally grown food & produce, utilize public transportation whenever possible, ditch the plastic water bottles, switch out your light bulbs.

Encourage your friends and family to make more sustainable choices in their everyday lifestyles. Every little change counts.

Visit our website and take the SMART pledge.



SMART Carbon Counter



Take initiative and become a 
SMART resident now!

For more information please visit:
www.cityofsanmateo.org/smart

http://www.cityofsanmateo.org/smart
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